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By JOHN MORTON '; Ci e
nmu Siafl Writer
COCOA BEACH — The Atlas, an 1nwmﬁunmtal bal

é sed, ex-
lcs missile, the first ever fired, but much-dlscus
][:Ivlst:ﬂc:d in a shower of flame and red- hot metal Tuesday

tly after it left the ground. L
sm:wl.gunchrzd from the Cape Canaveral tesﬂng area at

2:40 p.m., the ocean-spanning missile bhr!t into Iragmenil

ut a mile above the earth.
A Air Force officials, who said there were no casualties,

But observers wi
did not identify the missile as the Atlas.
confident it was the Atlas, designed to deliver a nuclgnf

warhead on a pinpoint target 5,000 imiles away.

Tuesday's explosion was the
sixth time in recent months
that tests of bnlllstic mlullen
have gone awry.

Two of the Army's Jupiler
intermediate range missiles
burned themselves out in a few

seconds, 1o , l
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One Air Force Thor inter-
mediate missile rose only a
few feet, another zoomed out
“of control and had to be de-
stroyed in flight, and a third
blew up whlln being fueled.
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Eaﬂy last December a seven-
ton Snark guided missile snap-
ped its controls somewhere over
the South Atlantic and disap-
peared, presumably the|
trackless Jungles of eastern |
Brazil. | . ; F

49"’" v I ey 2 Nl There were no reports nf cas-
SrSE i il f"’ Oown . MR ualtles in any of these mishaps.

..... ; :.'F"..- -.Itlas‘I ‘;" . I . e : * :F i , J \ ’J' A0 A U :
T -ﬂiﬂimﬂ? p;"-u gy ﬂ.‘;l ﬂmmwdr'lr i 2001 o WU o) I.H{ ‘“'I'-.‘r: a0 PR ¢
* :im:m ruah::xm# Ry -"F"ﬂ' ( "'}‘ g AL\ 8 I ‘Hﬂvﬂ'*i —As Virephote Tha Air Fnrna said in a

: e ST i alt \ TRl ‘.;J-'IUH"'.J‘.I" ,. "." _‘-j. ™ " '1.'\. "T 0. ﬂ._.
Thers seauene photo were sapped by Chales Foley, Orando Sentnl photoaphar, They were ey s thses il s o i
the Cupe Onnavural-.,.wat-
lng nren.“ AT

"Shnrtly after the ]aunnhing
the missile exploded,"” the state.
ment said. "There \ ere ;rfn __
uﬂlﬁﬂﬁq"i! Mul ,’U. ._.;I."g,. ,"’"

’I‘he deEp rénrﬁ u)q%.h ’H'
sile'e exhaust was muffled in
noise of the surf, but its bright
exhaust flames cauld be seen
for mllek ) v PN Ry |
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‘ Tha rocket left lts pnd ulnw-
ly, but began picking up speed
in seconds. At an altitude
of several thousand feet, the
| missile appeared to be casting
nﬂ a hnnutor stage, |

Then the entire. dewce erupt-
ed in flames. Part of the mis-
sile fell flaming, but point of
impact could not be seen from
the shoreline south of Canaver-

al harbor.
Crash boals were sent out

to salvage parts of the missile.
- Spectators at closest range
said the missile began wobbling
off course almost immediately
after the takeoff. There was an
explosion and something
crashed into the sea. |

Charles Gregory, a Titusville
photographer, said he had a
clear view of the missile from
a vanlage point 2'z miles from
the launching ramp and be-
lieved that it was destroyed in
the air.

Another spectator, Gene
Plowden of the Associated
Press, heard an aerial explo-
sion shortly after the takeoff
and said “a ball of fire spiraled
off to the northeast and fell
into the ocean.”

This could have been a boost-
er rocket dropping off from the
missile, |

The Air Force said it
gained “valuable information”
from the test.

Two enrlier scheduled
launchings of the Atlas were

eanceled, according to reliahle
sources, Newsmen and ecasunl
observers dotted the beach

early Tuesday expecting the
launching.

On the cape, a yellow ball
h.niated to the ton of a 90-foot
‘Signal tower was one clue that
something was about to hap-
pen.

Allas, a new mlusile, Is the
first device designed to oper-
ale between continents. Mis-
siles in its class are called 1In-
tercontinental Ballistic Missiles
and have an estimated range
of 5,000 miles.




